


Supporting the preparation of the Ministry of Health of Ukraine for the

Bilateral Screening Meeting on Consumer and Health Protection

Part of the negotiation of Ukraine's membership of
the European Union (EU), is the Bilateral Screening
Meeting on the Acquis related to Chapter 28
covering consumer and health protection, that took
place in Brussels on 10-12 February 2025.
Accession in the public health sector started even
before the EU announced the membership
negotiations with Ukraine on 21 June 2024 and the
EU project “Support to Ukraine for Developing a
Modern Public Health System”, has supported this
process since 2019,

To further support the preparedness of the Ministry
of Health for the screening meeting, the Project
actively participated in the Mock-Sessions’

organised by Association4l "Support for the
Implementation of the EU-Ukraine Association
Agreement Phase II", led by Mr. Cezar Herma.

During the first Session, that took place on 19 and
20 December 2024, the experts played the role of
advising about the content of the 21
presentations-, layout, timing and presentation
modality. With the outset in the Ukraine 2024 EU
Enlargement Report, the draft answers on the EU
Questionnaire and a good understanding of EU
policy related to public health, more than 27 pages
of suggestions for improvement of the slides were
provided by the experts. The Project’s contribution
was mostly devoted to Patients’ rights in cross-
border healthcare, EU Health Programme, Health
Technology Assessment and safety and quality of
blood.

Participants simulated a bilateral meeting between
Ukraine and the European Commission, discussing
key technical and regulatory aspects related to the
Association Agreement. It should be mentioned
that the Project also has supported the preparation
for the screening of the elements related to public
health within Chapter 1 and Chapter 29.

The second Session was organised on Sth and 10th
of January 2025 where the presentations were
shown again, but this time updated with inclusion
of the recommendations from session I. During
Session II the experts simulated to be from DG
SANTE asking the questions that most likely would
be important for the EU Commission. More than 26
pages of questions were prepared and the same
number of pages of suggestions for improvements
of the slides were provided by the experts.

The main actors of Ukraine public health sector
went to Brussels not only with 21 high quality
presentations but with the message that despite
the full-scale invasion’, more than B88% of the
tasks under the Ukraine-EU Agreement in the field
of public health are completed, that the Ukraine

health system remains stable and that the
implementation of the Healthcare Strategy of
Ukraine until 2030 continues, as stated by Mrs.
Maryna Slobodnichenko, Deputy Minister of Health
of Ukraine for European Integration, in her
introduction remarks.

These sessions prepared participants for the official
screening of Ukraine's legislative compliance with
EU standards which will shape Ukraine's progress
toward EU healthcare integration.

Poul Thim

Project Senior International
Non-Key Legal Expert

Definition of mock session: 1) training simulation or 2, practice meeting or event

Following the headings in Chapter 28

As of December 2024, the Russian Federation has damaged 1,938 medical facilities and completely destroyed 297 health structures

Strengthening Ukraine’s Healthcare System for a Resilient Future

Supported by the EU project “Support to Ukraine
for Developing a Modern Public Health System”,
representatives of the Ministry of Health
participated in the 36th Session of the OECD
Health Committee, held on December 2-3, 2024.

Among the key topics discussed during the meeting
were reports from the Chairs of the Health
Statistics Working Group and the HealthCare
Quality and Qutcomes Working Group, preliminary
findings from the PaRIS survey on people with
chronic conditions (with a full report expected in
February 2025), and key results from the rapid
report on outpatient healthcare financing.

During a dialogue with Ukraine, the Committee
saw Ukraine's presentation on maintaining health
system resilience in the face of crises. OECD
member countries were invited to participate in the
discussion on this topic to guide their national

policy.

The Ukrainian delegation emphasized that the
state's priorities in healthcare remain unchanged:

Accessibility of Services

- renewing patient care pathways, developing
hospital networks, introducing new united
territorial community  hospital formats,
enhancing mobility for primary healthcare,
telemedicine, and more.

Quality of Services

-~ updating standards, improving error-
checking approaches for providers, fostering
international medical partnerships, monitoring
quality, identifying and addressing systemic
gaps, and preparing for the establishment of a
single transparent regulatory body for medical
products.

Free Access to Services

~ increasing primary healthcare funding,
shifting the focus to the most wvulnerable
populations, supporting a "single medical
space”.

Despite three years of full-scale aggression,
Ukraine continues its European integration in
healthcare transformation under the Acquis,
progressing in 20 out of 32 negotiation chapters.
Within the core Chapter 28, "Consumer and Health
Protection,” 80% of the health-related Acquis has
already been implemented.

The OECD event served as a central international
platform in healthcare and a crucial opportunity to
draw the global community's attention to the
challenges facing Ukraine's healthcare system amid
russia's aggressive full-scale invasion. It also
facilitated international technical, humanitarian,
and financial assistance and the sustainable
development of international medical partnership.

Liliia Horbatiuk

Project Junior Non-Key
Legal Expert

Strengthening Quality Management Systems in Blood Transfusion System

The Quality Manager Training hosted by
Portuguese Institute of Blood and Transplantation
(IPST) was held from March 3 to March 7, 2025, in
Porto. This comprehensive training provided
participants with the knowledge and practical tools
needed to implement, assess, and improve quality
standards in compliance with international best
practices,
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During the visit, attendees explored IPST document
structures, gaining a deeper understanding of how
effective document management contributes to
operational efficiency and regulatory compliance.
The visit also facilitated discussions on challenges
and best practices, allowing participants to
exchange ideas and strategies for improving quality
management in their own organizations.

Core Training Components

The training covered a structured curriculum that
addressed key aspects of quality management:

Quality Management Systems

- Principles, standards,

frameworks.

and organizational

Document Management and Records Control

- Best practices for ensuring compliance and
efficiency.

Risk Management and Audits

- Technigues for identifying, mitigating, and
assessing risks.

Continuous Improvement

- Utilising quality indicators and data-driven
decision-making.

In addition to theoretical sessions, the program
included practical case studies focused on risk
assessments, management review reports, and
handling non-conformities.

These interactive exercises reinforced participants’
ability to apply learned concepts in real-world
scenarios, directly contributing to strengthening
Ukraine’s blood transfusion sector.

Project
Closure Event

As the project nears its conclusion, we are pleased to
announce the Project Closure Event, which will take place on
April 7, 2025, in Kyiv at Hotel Hilton. This event will serve as
a platform to reflect on the project's achievements, discuss
its lasting impact on Ukraine’s public health and blood safety
systems, and explore the way forward.

The agenda includes engaging panel discussions, expert
insights, and video presentations featuring key stakeholders
such as representatives from the Ministry of Health, UPHC,
UTCC, international partners, and public health professionals.
Attendees will have the opportunity to participate in
discussions on the future of public health reform in Ukraine,
as well as explore options for continued collaboration.

We look forward to celebrating our collective achievements
and fostering meaningful discussions on sustaining progress

beyond the project’s closure.

THANK YOU!

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all stakeholders,
partners, and health professionals who contributed
to this transformative journey. Your dedication has

laid the foundation for a healthier, more resilient
Ukraine.

This publication was produced with the financial support of the European Union. Its contents are the sole
responsibility of the project “Support to Ukraine for Developing a Modern Public Health System” and do not

necessarily reflect the views of the European Union.

The overall project’s objective is to support the modernisation and development of a sustainable Public
Health System that is able to ensure disease prevention and control standards in line with EU legislation,
requirements, and practices. The project shall contribute to strengthening national leadership and capacity
in Public Health policy programming and implementation. The project continues its activities to assist
Ukraine with a focus on advancing its progress towards EU accession under Component 1 and supporting
the establishment of a modern Blood Safety System under Component 2.
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